
HERITAGE OHIO ANNUAL CONFERENCE
AGENDA FOR TUESDAY - THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14-16, 2025

TUESDAY, 10/14 MARKET ROOM WALNUT ROOM ONESTO EVENT CENTER CANTON PALACE THEATRE

Registration Opens Onesto 
Event Center at 8:00 AM

Registration Opens at Canton 
Palace Theatre at 9:00 AM

9:30 AM 
Welcome & Organ Recital 

Jay Spencer

8:30 AM - 10:30 AM
1st 

Morning 
Session

(8:30 - 10:00 AM) 
Historic Developer Workshop 

Incentives for Successful Historic Rehabilitation Projects 
Gordon Goldie, Terri Salas, & Nathan Ware  

1.50 AIA LU

Historic Theater Summit  
9:45-10:30AM 

Arts & Theatre as Economic Development 
Craig Hassall, Raymond Bobgan,  

Brianna Dance, & Justin Nigro

10:45 AM - 11:30 AM
2nd 

Morning 
Session

(10:00 - 11:30 am) 
Historic Developer Workshop 

Ohio & Federal Historic Preservation Tax Credit Programs 
Mariangela Pfister, Lisa Brownell, & Lorie Bednar  

1.50 AIA LU

Historic Theater Summit 
Funding & Financing Tools for Historic Theaters 

Jessica DeLong, Howard Parr,  
Allyson Bussey, & Maureen Ater  

1.00 AIA LU

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Lunch on your own - Downtown Canton

12:30 PM Registration Opens at DoubleTree Hotel

 1:00 - 2:00 PM
1st 

Afternoon 
Session

Economic Vitality in Action:  
Strengthening Businesses,  

Committees, and Communities  
Joi Cuartero Austin

Application of 2024 Ohio Existing Building 
Code (OEBC) to Historic Properties 
Scott Voelkerding & Laura Gagnon  

3.00 AIA HSW

Historic Developer Workshop 
The Story of Canton 

Steve Coon & Jonathan Sandvick  
1.00 AIA LU

Historic Theater Summit 
Programming & Activation:  

What Does Today’s Audience Want 
Georgia Paxos, Howard Parr, & Sean Denny

2:00 - 3:00 PM
2nd 

Afternoon 
Session

Economic Vitality in Action:  
Strengthening Businesses,  

Committees, and Communities  
Joi Cuartero Austin

Application of 2024 Ohio Existing Building 
Code (OEBC) to Historic Properties 
Scott Voelkerding & Laura Gagnon  

3.00 AIA HSW

(2:15 - 3:15 PM)
Historic Developer Workshop

Returning Historic Buildings to Glory
Steve Coon & Jonathan Sandvick 

1.00 AIA LU

Historic Theater Summit 
Historic Preservation & Restoration Initiatives 

Chris Loeser & Eileen Grogan  
1.00 AIA LU

3:00 - 3:15 PM Break Sponsored by Lepi Enterprises

3:15 - 4:30 PM
3rd 

Afternoon 
Session

Economic Vitality in Action:  
Strengthening Businesses,  

Committees, and Communities  
Joi Cuartero Austin

Application of 2024 Ohio Existing Building 
Code (OEBC) to Historic Properties 
Scott Voelkerding & Laura Gagnon  

3.00 AIA HSW

(3:30 - 4:30 PM)
Historic Developer Workshop

Onesto Lofts & Bliss Tower Tour
Steve Coon & Jonathan Sandvick

1.00 AIA LU

Historic Theater Summit Panel Discussion: 
Donor Engagement &  

Capital Campaigns Best Practices 
Mark Samolczyk, Georgia Paxos, & Amy Cronauer  

1.00 AIA LU

4:30 - 5:30 PM Heritage Ohio Board Meeting

6:00 - 8:00 PM Legacy Circle Reception - Onesto Ballroom 
TICKET REQUIRED

WEDNESDAY, 10/15 POPLAR ROOM WALNUT ROOM MARKET ROOM CLEVELAND ROOM CHERRY ROOM
TOURS 

DEPART FROM LOBBY
Sponsored by Gossman Group

7:30 AM - 1:30 PM Registration

8:30 - 9:30 AM

Opening and Welcome
The Power and Opportunity of the Main Street Approach

Erin Barnes
Hotel Ballroom

9:30 - 9:45 AM Break

9:45 - 10:45 AM
1st 

Morning 
Session

Everything You Wanted to Know But 
Were Afraid to Ask  

(About Main Street or Other Things)
Erin Barnes

Ohio Arts Council  
Programs and 

Funding Opportunities 
Patrick Roehrenbeck  

& Chaz O’Neil  
1.00 AIA LU

Maximizing Funding  
Opportunities:  

Grant Writing and  
Funding Strategies for 

Ohio Municipalities in 2026 
Danielle Steinhauser  

1.00 AIA LU

Young Historic  
Preservationists Panel 

Abby Marshall,  
Diamond Crowder,  

Jack Newton,  
Vanessa Gabriele  

1.00 AIA LU

Integrating Mechanical 
Systems into Your  
Historic Building
Melinda Shah

1.00 AIA LU First Ladies  
National Historic 

Site Tour  
Lobby  

2.25 AIA LU  
TICKET REQUIRED

10:45 - 11:00 AM Break - Sponsored by Plante Moran

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM
2nd 

Morning 
Session

Vibrant Communities Program
 Stephen Caviness

1.00 AIA LU

Exploring SIDs: A Model  
for Revitalizing  

Downtowns & Enhancing 
Community Development

Todd Herberghs &  
Peter Zahirsky

1.00 AIA LU

Preserving Sacrifice:  
Documenting Ohio’s 

Revolutionary War  
Veterans Graves and 

How You Can Help
Krista Horrocks

1.00 AIA LU

Cornerstone Redefined:  
How Community-Focused 

Rehabilitation Anchors  
Neighborhoods 

Amy Baade  
1.00 AIA HSW

Huron Main Street:  
Reviving A Historic  

Downtown Lakefront 
Arthur Schmidt &  

Jeremy Hinte  
1.00 AIA HSW

12:00 - 1:30 PM Lunch on your own

1:30 - 3:00 PM
1st 

Afternoon 
Session

USDA Community, Economic, 
and Housing Programs 

Evan Kohler  
1.50 AIA LU

How to Successfully  
Nominate a Property to 
the National Register of 

Historic Places
Abby Marshall

1.50 AIA LU

1:30 - 2:30 PM 
The Revitalization of 
Downtown Canton 
Cassandra Pearson  

1.00 AIA LU

Historic Theaters &  
Opera Houses Panel

Michael Hurwitz, Jill Andrews, 
 Lorri Kaup, Doug Spencer,  

& John Ellis

1.50 AIA LU

Connecting Town & Gown 
in Cedarville 

Dr. Stephen Ayers et al

12:00 - 3:00 
Onesto Event Center 

Historic Development Forum 
Steve Coon, Jonathan  

Sandvick, Dave Williams  
Lunch Provided

3.00 AIA LU 

Downtown Canton 
Public Art Tour  
Maureen Ater  

Lobby  
TICKET REQUIRED

1.50 AIA LU

3:00 - 3:15 PM Break - Sponsored by Plante Moran

3:15 - 4:45 PM
2nd 

Afternoon 
Session

Ohio Land Bank Association:  
Revitalization Through Housing 

Shawn Carvin, Elizabeth Kukwa, 
Jim Roseland, Meghan Reed  

1.50 AIA HSW

 Design & Maintenance 
of Public Art in  

Small Communities 
Lindsay Jones &  

Mo Ater  
1.50 AIA LU

2:45 - 4:45 PM 
Court Street Charrette 

Cassandra Pearson  
2.00 AIA HSW

Revolutionizing Business  
Development with 3-D  

Spatial Scanning: Tools for  
Recruiting & Retaining  

Business & Developers & 
Inspiring Investment 

Amanda Everitt & Nathan Dilley  
1.50 AIA LU

Special Events:  
The Why before the What 

Kathleen Norris

Tuscarawas Room  
Hands-On Preservation:  

How to Protect  
Your Historic Photos 

Virginia Dressler & Zach Fox

5:00 - 6:30 PM Exhibitor Reception - Hotel Ballroom

7:00 - 8:30 PM Heritage Ohio Awards & Film Festival - Canton Palace Theatre

THURSDAY, 10/16 POPLAR ROOM WALNUT ROOM MARKET ROOM CLEVELAND ROOM CHERRY ROOM
TOURS 

DEPART FROM LOBBY
Sponsored by Gossman Group

7:30 - 10:30 AM Registration

8:30 - 9:30 AM
1st

Morning 
Session

You Can’t Do It All--So Stop 
Tasha Weaver

Engaging Communities 
through history,  
community and  

storytelling with America 
250 in Ohio in 2026 

Todd Kleismit

Getting Your Downtown 
Retail Ready: Setting  
the Stage for Private  

Sector Investment 
Jeremy Murdock

Life in an Historic  
House Museum: Welcome 

to the Hamster Wheel 
Linda Bussey

What Style is It? 
Melinda Shah & 
Amanda Fuson  

1.00 AIA LU

Hard Hat Tour of Rekert Bldg. &  

Landmark Tavern 

Steve  Coon
3.50 AIA HSW 

TICKET REQUIRED

9:30 - 9:45 AM Break - Sponsored by Project Management Consultants LLC

9:45 - 10:45 AM
2nd 

Morning  
Session

Collaborative Spaces:  
How Shared Business Models Can  
Lower Overhead & Expand Reach 

Tony Schnyders, Tim Carmany,  
& Ryan Miller

1.00 AIA LU

The Great Migration and 
the Road to Freedom
Craig Hassall & Robert 
Louis Brandon Edwards

1.00 AIA HSW

Public-Private  
Partnerships: A Project 
Consultant Reflects on 
Cleveland’s West Side 

Market Project from  
Financing to Completion 

Ken Kalynchuk &  
Rosemary Mudry  

1.00 AIA LU

Preserving Latino Heritage 
Sites in Ohio 

Hillary Morales Robles  
1.00 AIA LU

Bite-Sized Preservation 
Jessica Stuck  
1.00 AIA LU

10:45 - 11:00 AM Break - Sponsored by Project Management Consultants LLC

11:00 - 12:00 PM
3rd 

Morning  
Session

Real Estate: The Black Sheep 
of Downtowns 
Ben Levenger  

1.00 AIA LU

Theater as Cultural  
Tourism &   

Economic Development 
Craig Hassall

1.00 AIA LU

Power in Partnership: 
Strengthening  

Communities Through 
Strategic Collaboration

Donna Gross

So You Want to Host a 
House Tour: Running a 

Successful Program
Courtney Thraen  

& Rachel Lewellen

A History of the  
Pro Football Hall of Fame 

in Canton 
Jon Kendle

12:00 PM Main Street Board Members Roundtable 
Dining Room of 330 Bar & Grill

1:00 PM Pro Football Hall of Fame Tour 
(Self Transport)


